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Dear Alison,

Further to the letter from the Cabinet Secretary, Gillian Martin MSP, on 24 February 2026, |
would like to extend my warm thanks to your organisation and partners for the significant
efforts that went into the engagement that you delivered on Scotland’s Climate Change Plan
(‘the Plan’) 2026-2040. | am very grateful for your collaboration in delivering a series of
events and for reporting your findings within a short timescale. | would also like to recognise
and thank the attendees of the events that you organised.

It is clear that the scope and ambition of the project, in terms of locations covered, topics
discussed and range of groups engaged, was very impressive, and added significantly to the
overall Climate Change Plan public engagement programme, and in turn the impact that this
had on the final Plan itself.

| would particularly like to recognise the huge efforts made by you and your team to develop
such a comprehensive range of engagement events within Aberdeenshire — from training
and workshops to focus groups, held both online and in person with a diverse range of
groups.

Following the conclusion of the public consultation period on 29 January 2026, we
commissioned an independent analysis of the reports that we received from partners such
as yourselves, as well as the responses that we received directly from the public. You can
find that analysis on the Scottish Government website, here.

During finalisation of the Plan, we considered a series of recommendations from this report,
Scottish Parliament Committees, the Climate Change Committee, and directly from your
engagement reports. These resources, including the responses to the public engagement
process, will continue to inform our policy development beyond the final Plan. Annex 4 of the
final Plan details this process further and provides feedback on selected significant issues.

We recognise the importance of responding to each engagement report as part of a
transparent approach that can demonstrate to event participants how we have used the
information they have provided in the development of the final Plan.

Notwithstanding this, you will understand that it is not practical to respond to every point
included within the report. As well as the significant requirement that this would place on our
resources, the recommendations or comments do not necessarily fit neatly within the current
split of reserved powers, or the role of local government, and this can limit our ability to
clearly accept/decline the desired policy change.
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https://www.gov.scot/publications/public-consultation-analysis-scotlands-draft-climate-change-plan-2026-2040/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2026/03/scotlands-climate-change-plan-2026-2040-annexes/documents/scotlands-climate-change-plan-annex-4-consultation-scrutiny/scotlands-climate-change-plan-annex-4-consultation-scrutiny/govscot%3Adocument/scotlands-climate-change-plan-annex-4-consultation-scrutiny.pdf

The annex of this letter is intended to provide additional feedback on further points taken
directly from your engagement reports.

Kind regards

Philip Raines
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Annex
Delivery

Your report(s) call for the final Plan to set out a clearer delivery framework that integrates
national policy, regional planning and community-led action.

Publication of the Plan was a significant milestone, but we know that it is the implementation
of the policies and proposals within the Plan that really matters — and that will be our focus
during this new Parliament.

The new delivery section sets out how place-based delivery will work with local authorities.
The new accountability table of policies also references where implementation will take place
in collaboration with local authorities, as appropriate.

The Plan’s updated monitoring and evaluation annex contains early warning indicators that
will give us an ongoing picture of the success of this implementation, including whether
policy is moving at the required pace. This will enable us to reprioritise action and resources
to drive delivery of a particular policy, or support compensatory action if that is

required elsewhere. Our assessments of this will continue to be based on the best available
evidence, so any indication of particular alternative pathways would be speculative.

The final Plan also sets out more detail in the analytical annex on areas where UK
Government action is required, as well as in the sector annexes. Further detail is provided on
delivery, including accountability tables.

Energy

Your report(s) highlight that communities need to better understand what the purpose of our
transition away from fossil fuels is, and how parts of this are managed, including the planning
and consenting process for onshore windfarms.

Scotland has a thriving energy sector — it has been at the heart of our economy, initially
through the oil and gas industry and now through the growing renewables industry. The
energy supply sector is now in a period of transition. To further reduce our emissions in the
energy sector, we must address the remaining sources of emissions while maintaining
secure and resilient supply.

To support a co-ordinated transition, the Scottish Government, together with the UK
Government and Welsh Government, has commissioned NESO to produce a Strategic
Spatial Energy Plan (SSEP). The SSEP is a whole system spatial plan for Great Britain’s
future energy infrastructure and is due to be published for consultation next year.

In relation to your feedback on the transparency of the decision-making process for the
location of wind farms, any wind farm proposals that come forward are subject to robust
planning and consenting processes. Scotland has some of the most stringent environmental
impact assessment regulations anywhere in the world and our planning and consenting
systems ensure that local communities can have their say.

National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) influences all planning and consenting decisions.
NPF4 makes sure decision-making enables the sustainable expansion of our renewable
energy sector while continuing to protect our most valued natural assets and cultural
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heritage. Potential impacts on communities, nature and cultural heritage, including the
cumulative effects of developments, are important considerations in the decision-making
process, with all applications being subject to site-specific assessments.

Your report(s) also mention the benefits of a more decentralised energy supply, with more
energy generated and used locally. We recognise the need for democratic decision making
in local energy planning and the need to improve understanding of network infrastructure
requirements in local areas to help drive investment. The Regional Energy Strategic Plan
(RESP) will enable the coordinated development of the energy system across multiple
vectors, provide confidence in system requirements and enable network infrastructure
investment ahead of need, to support the energy system’s transition to net zero in a cost-
effective manner. Ofgem’s Policy Framework is guiding how the National Energy Systems
Operator (NESO) will deliver the RESP, and this framework, along with a consultation on the
draft transitional RESP, are important first steps in the creation of a more regionalised
energy system.

At a national level, the outputs of the transitional and enduring RESPs will be very valuable,
and the Scottish Government will work with the RESP team in Scotland to ensure effective
alignment, including through membership of the National Steering Committee which will
oversee the creation of the methodology guiding the enduring RESP. In developing these
RESPs, NESO must consider the Scottish Government’s framework of energy ambitions,
statutory targets and respective devolved administration legal framework, as well as Local
Authorities’ statutory plans and strategies.

Transport

Your report(s) highlight the unique issues that rural and island connectivity faces, in
particular in the provision of public transport.

The Scottish Government supports modal shift to more sustainable forms of transport, and
this is already outlined in the Plan. Achieving car use reduction requires behaviour change.
While encouraging mode shift, we recognise car use remains essential for some — such as
carers, disabled people, shift workers, and rural residents. Reducing car emissions, where
possible, requires both fewer car miles and more zero emission vehicles.

We currently spend over £2 billion annually to support public transport, including providing
over 2.4 million people in Scotland with access to free bus travel, including all children and
young people under-22, eligible disabled people and everyone aged 60 and over. We have
also introduced a 12-month £2 bus fare cap pilot which now operates across the Highlands
and Islands. The pilot is designed to make bus travel more affordable, improve access for
low income communities and support sustainable travel for people across the selected pilot
area. Work is now underway with partners, including operators, to progress a £2 bus fare
cap to Glasgow, Ayrshire, Dunbartonshire, Renfrewshire, Lanarkshire and Inverclyde within
the first 100 days of this government.

Since 1 September 2025, peak fares on ScotRail have also been removed. This makes
ticketing simpler and more straightforward, to promote public transport usage.

As part of our 100 days commitment, we will also begin engagement on our prospective
Better Buses legislation in this parliament to help support the delivery of affordable fares
nationally, which builds on the evidence from the current pilot, as well as fostering new
routes, not least in rural areas. This work builds on the implementation of the bus powers
introduced in the Transport (Scotland) Act 2019, which gives all local transport authorities
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powers to deliver formal partnerships, local service franchises and running their own
services.

Investment through the Bus Infrastructure Fund is already delivering tangible improvements
to bus services across both urban and rural areas. In Aberdeenshire, over £500,000 has
supported upgrades at more than 60 locations, including new and improved shelters,
accessible boarding infrastructure and the introduction of real-time passenger information
across a widely dispersed rural network. In Aberdeen City, improvements at the Guild Street
interchange are increasing capacity and enhancing facilities at a key bus and rail hub.
Together, these investments are improving accessibility, passenger experience and
reliability, while supporting modal shift in the North East.

In 2025-26, we allocated £4 million to the Plugged-in Communities fund, supporting
community transport operators to purchase 56 zero emission vehicles and charging
infrastructure, so that they can continue to provide valuable services for their communities
whilst reducing transport emissions. In 2025, as part of this fund, over £250,000 was
allocated to Aberdeenshire organisations (Shopmobility Aberdeen, Buchain Dial-a-
Community Bus and Camphill School Aberdeen).

In relation to our public charging network, Scotland has one of the most comprehensive
public charging networks in the UK; with over 12,700 public EV chargers including over
3,200 rapid and ultra rapid EV chargers. By way of context there are around 8,000 petrol
pumps in Scotland.

Through our £30 million EV Infrastructure Fund, we are supporting local authorities to work
with each other and the private sector to expand the public EV charging network across
Scotland, with public funding specifically prioritising those parts of Scotland less likely to
benefit from stand-alone private sector investment, including rural and island communities.

In 2025, we delivered nearly £4 million of grant funding to 128 organisations to specifically
support the installation of 251 charge points in rural and island locations. To date for the
NESCAN region we have provided almost £400,000 and supported the installation of 19
charging points which provide 32 charging socket outlets. This year we have also re-opened
the Rural and Island Infrastructure Fund, and more than doubled it to £10 million to enable
the expansion of public electric vehicle charging infrastructure across Scotland’s rural and
island communities. While our £350k Domestic Charge Point Fund supports households to
install home charge points where cost or location might otherwise be a barrier to EV
ownership. This reduces reliance on higher-cost public charging and supports everyday EV
use.

Through our People and Place behaviour change programme, we provided over £2 million to
Nestrans in 2025-26 to reduce car dependency and encourage a shift towards active and
sustainable travel. This supports projects such as the Huntly Travel Hub, providing car club,
community minibus and e-bike hire services, as well as supporting community bus service
projects such as those delivered by the Buchan Dial-a-Community Bus, and the Silver Circle
Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation which operates in the Upper Donside and
Upper Strathdon areas of Aberdeenshire.
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