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Holistic Planned & Managed Just Transition to not only net
zero but a fairer healthier sustainable economy and society

Co-create a vision of the Scotland of 2045

This must involve communities, and all sectors of society in the planning and
delivery of that vision by end 2027 together with inclusive and transparent
delivery of legally binding milestones for 2030/2035.

o

Land Use and Energy Infrastructure

Co-create a Land Use Strategy & Plan for the whole of Scotland predicated on
best places for each aspect - settlements, nature and biodiversity and
carbon sinks (such as forest, peatland, wetlands, meadows), growing for
human food, growing for industry, energy infrastructure, industry etc. — taking
account of human needs and desires, carbon emission reductions and
economic need (of the people not for maximum profit). Ensure that our
national planning framework reflects this plan, with its predominant focus
shifting from developers’ demand to plan led.

At present the energy transition to onshore renewables is alienating huge
swathes of our rural population, where infrastructure and energy
developments are being approved and built without the locals having a say
about what, where, and by whom and with minimal financial return to
individuals and communities negatively impacted. It is developer and profit
led without consideration of whether it is an appropriate use of that land,
proportionate and necessary as part of the future energy demand and mix. A
properly co-created land use plan, as part of a deliberative democratic
process with the wider population and appropriate expert input, such as a
Citizens Assembly, that enabled use of local knowledge/solutions at a local
level is a good solution.



)) NESCAN:

NESCAN Hub Manifesto Asks

.

limate Plans, Strategies, and Legislation

Create and action a robust properly costed Climate Change Plan and
related strategies, policies, legislation, and finance for delivery that are not
just enacted but actioned and enforced. These should include a well-
rounded Environmental Strategy, strong Heat in Buildings Act with a fabric
first approach that provides clear direction on retrofit and a finance option
to enable it, plus a Natural Environment Act that strengthens management
of marine protected area and shoreline waters.

6 Infrastructure and Enabling Conditions

Ensure conditions are in place to make carbon reducing,
sustainable choices the easiest option for people and businesses:

Fund delivery of carbon literacy and promote action on carbon reductions, to
support transition, through delivery mechanisms like the community climate
action hubs network.

Place obligations, regulations and incentives on local authorities, business,
and routes for finance to ensure that appropriate infrastructure such as
green byways for safe connected active travel, quick, cheap reliable public
transport, EV charging network across Scotland, easier street charging of EVs,
sustainable packaging and labelling of carbon costs on goods, good quality
local sustainably grown food and goods, retrofit and energy reduction
Mmeasures are put in place.
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e Enable a Community Led Just Transition

l Create a just transition by working with UK Government to commit to

reduction of production targets for oil and gas in the North Sea that are
consistent with Net Zero by 2045. Demand UK government keeps to ‘no new
Oil & Gas exploration & production’ promise and support a workers’ and
communities led just transition with a creditable funded plan.

Formally acknowledge and act on the eight key priorities identified by
communities through three years of work with the Just Transition
Communities Project. We ask that clear commitments and actions are
made to support food security, young people, warm and affordable homes,
active and sustainable transport, reducing waste, community ownership,
access to greenspace, and resourcing community development — ensuring
these priorities shape future policy and funding decisions.

G Community Owned Energy

Encourage and enable Fully Community Owned Energy, shared ownership
and fair community benefits as set out in the Manifesto recommendations
from the Scottish Community Coalition on Energy to ensure community
wealth building, locating community energy officers in regional community
climate action hubs to ensure communities have the knowledge and
support to take such projects forward. IGW of fully community owned energy
by 2030 as a target.



https://communityenergy.scot/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/SCCE-manifesto-recommendations-Sept-2025.pdf
https://communityenergy.scot/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/SCCE-manifesto-recommendations-Sept-2025.pdf
https://www.thejtcp.org/
https://www.thejtcp.org/
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Funding for the Voluntary Sector, and Community
Climate Action

Deliver fair, multi-year funding for voluntary organisations and commit to
properly funding the regional community climate action hub network for the
next parliamentary term. Include budget for fair cost of living salary
increases, the multi-year funding that enables proper strategic planning,
and Fair Work Principles which together increases impactful delivery.

Nature-Friendly Farming

Ensure climate and nature friendly farming and developments — dedicate
25% of funding for farming to support regenerative farming immediately with
an increase over time and ensure biodiversity and nature gains are a part
the planning and delivery of every industrial, energy and buildings
development.
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